
Department of Energy 
National Nuclear Security Administration 

Washington DC 20585 

September 14,2009 OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

'T'he I lonorable Carl Levin 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services 
1 Jnitcd States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Section 3 1 12 of the Duncan Hunter Defense Authorizatiol~ Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
requires that the Administrator of the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) 
certify that design concerns raised by the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board 
(Board) have been resolved before certain funds can be made available in support of the 
Chemistry and Metallurgy Research Building Replacement Project (CMRR) at the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory. This letter provides my certification as required by the Act 
and also provides the basis for my certification. The specific language from the Act is 
provided below for convenience: 

Of the a~nozints c/ppropri~rtedpursuant to an authorization of appropriations in this 
Act or otherwise [nude available for fiscal yeur 2009.for Project 07'-0-125 Chemistry 
ant1 Metallurgy Resetrrch Replacement (in this section referred to us 'CbfRR ')&/cilrty 
project, Lo.v iilanjos National Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Adexico, not more than 
$50,200,000 njuy be nlade avcrilab le until--- 

(1) the Adnjinistrator for Nzrcletir Security and the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board ha1.e each submitted a certification to the congressional defense 
committees stating that the concerns raised by the Defense Nuclear Faci1itie.r 
Safety Board regurding the design of CMRR safety class systems (including 
ventilation sy.rtems) and seisn~ic issues have been resolved; and 

(2) a period o f  15 days has elapsed after both certijications onder yumgroph 
(I)  have been szibntitted 

The CMRR project comprises two principal structures. The first, the Radiological 
Laboratory, is nearly completed and the procurement of specialty equipment inside the 
facility has begun. The sccond, the IVuclear Facility is nearing the end of the preliminary 
dcsign phase and will soon start final design. The Board's concerns relate to the Nuclear 
Facility. 

The staffs of the NNSA and the Board devised a plan to fulfill the Certification 
requirements. The Board identified its concerns formally as "findings" in five letters sent 
to my staff. NNSA took action to resolve each issue and documented its actions in 
fornlal responses from NNSA back to the Board. Finally, the Board issued letters 
acknowledgiilg its evaluation and acceptance of NNSA's resolution and declaring each of 
the findings to be closed. 
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The plan I approved for NNSA Certification draws heavily on the standard processes 
NNSA already had in place to assure that safety is properly integrated illto the design of 
any new facility such as the CMRR-Nuclear Facility. Key elements of our safety review 
of facility design projects include the completion of the review and acccptailce of the 
safety basis documentation by competent federal line managers and the completion of an 
intensive and thorough "Techi~ical Independent Project Review" (TIPR) by a team of 
experts who are not affiliated with the project. To supplement these principal technical 
coinpoi~ents, my staff has performed extensive oversight to assure that the delivered 
products have met the high standards of quality that I expect. 

1 have considered the following inputs in rendering my conclusion to certify that the 
conccrils raised by the Board have been resolved: 

The development and approval with conditions of the applicable safety 
documentation ("Preliminary Docuinented Safety Analysis") by the Manager of 
the Los Alamos Site Office; 
Completion of the TIPR and the development of an associated action plan; 
Declarations from the project's Federal Project Director and the Los Alan~os Site 
Office Manager that the Board's concerns are resolved and that the project is 
suitably mature for progressing to the next design phase. The Federal Project 
Director's report that summarizes the rationale used in determining that the issues 
are resolved is enclosed for reference; 
The close out of the Board Findings in concert with the Board and its staff; 
The indepeildent oversight functions performed by my Headquarters stafl;'; 
The advice and counsel from senior members of my staff; and 
Discussions with the Board and its staff that the concerns are resolved. 

Accordiilgly, I am pleased to certify, in accordance with the requirement contained in the 
aforesaid Authorization Act, that the concerils raised by the Board are resolved. I 
understand froin my discussions with the Vice Chairman of the Board that the Board will 
provide its report to the defense cominittees separately. 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Mr. James B. Lambert, Acting Director, 
Ofiice of Congressional, Intergovernmental and Public Affairs, at (202) 586-3714. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas P. ~ ' ~ ~ o s t i h o  
Administrator 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Howard P. McKeon 
Ranking Member 



Department of Energy 
National Nuclear Security Administration 

Washington DC 20585 

September 14. 2009 OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 
I'he Honorable Daniel K. Inouye 
C:hairman, Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee 011 Appropriatiolls 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Dear Mr. Chairinan: 

Section 3 1 12 of the Duncan Hunter Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
requircs that the Administrator of the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) 
certify that design concerns raised by the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board 
(Board) have been resolved before certain funds can be made available in suppoi-t of the 
Chemistry and Metallurgy Research Building Replacement Project (CMRR) at the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory. This letter provides lny certification as required by the Act 
and also provides the basis for my certification. The specific language from the Act is 
provided below for convenience: 

Ofthe anlounts appropri~ltedpursuant to an uutho~izntion of appr.opriations in this 
tZct or otherwise made available for fiscal jlear 2009 for Project 04-D-125 Chenzistry 
and hfetallurgy Researclz Replacement (in this section referred to LIS 'ChIRR ').fclcilitjl 
project, Los Alamos Natioriul L~~hosatory, Los Alanzos, New Mexico, not Inore than 
$50,200,000 may be made available until- 

( I)  the A~Jrnini~stratorJor Nuclear Security and the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Scfety Board have each submitted a certificrrtion to the cor~gr,essionul defcn.s 
committees stating that the concerns raised by the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Scfety Board regarding the design of CMRR safety class systems (including 
ventilation .sjlste~ns) and seismic issues have been re.solved; and 

(2) u period of 15 days hczs elap.sed crfter both certifications under paragrcq2h 
( I )  have been suhnzitted. 

The CMRR project comprises two priilcipal structures. The first, the Radiological 
Laboratory, is nearly completed and the procurement of specialty equipment inside the 
facility has begun. The second, the Nuclear Facility is nearing the end of the preliminary 
design phase and will soon start final design. The Board's concerns relate to the Nuclear 
Facility. 

The staffs of the NNSA and the Board devised a plan to fulfill the Certification 
requirements. The Board identified its concerns forn~ally as "findings" in five letters sent 
to my staff. NNSA took action to resolve each issue and documented its actions in 
formal responses from NNSA back to the Board. Finally, the Board issued letters 
aclaowledging its evaluation and acceptance of NNSA's resolution and declaring each of 
the findings to be closed. 
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'The plan I approved for NNSA Certification draws heavily on the standard processes 
NNSA already had in place to assure that safety is properly integrated into the design of 
any new facility such as the CMRR-Nuclear Facility. Key elements of our safety review 
of facility design projects include the conlpletioll of the review and acceptance of the 
safety basis documentatioll by competent federal line managers and the con~pletion of an 
intensive and thorough "Technical Independent Project Review" (TIPR) by a team of 
csperts who are not affiliated with the project. To supplement these principal tech~lical 
components, my staff has performed extensive oversight to assure that the delivered 
products have inet the high standards of quality that I expect. 

I have considered the following inputs in rendering my conclusion to certify that the 
concerns raised by the Board have been resolved: 

'The development and approval with conditions of the applicable safety 
docun~entation ("Preliminary Docunlented Safety Analysis") by the Manager of 
the Los Alamos Site Office; 
Completioll of the TIPR and the development of an associated action plan; 
Declarations froin the project's Federal Project Director and the Los Alamos Site 
Office Manager that the Board's concerns are resolved and that the project is 
suitably mature for progressing to the next design phase. 'The Federal Project 
Director's report that summarizes the rationale used in determining that the issues 
are resolved is enclosed for reference; 
The close out of the Board Findings in concert with the Board and its staff; 
'I'he independent oversight functions performed by my Headquarters staff; 
Thc advice and counsel froin senior members of my staff; and 
Discussions with the Board and its staff that the concerns are resolved. 

Accordingly, I am pleased to certify, in accordance with the requirement contained in the 
aforesaid Authorization Act, that the concerns raised by the Board are resolved. I 
understand from my discussions with the Vice Chairman of the Board that the Board will 
provide its report to the defense conlmittees separately. 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Mr. James B. Lambert, Acting Director, 
Office of Congressional, Illtergovernmental and Public Affairs, at (202) 586-3714. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

Thomas P. ~ ' ~ g o s t i i o  
Administrator 

cc: The Honorable Bill Young 
Ranking Member 



Department of Energy 
National Nuclear Security Administration 

Washington DC 20585 

Septeinbcr 14,2009 OFFICE OF THE ADMlhllSTRATOR 

Thc I Ionorable John P. Murtha 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Defense 
Comlnittee on Appropriations 
1J.S. Housc of Representatives 
Washington, LIC 205 15 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Section 3 1 12 of the Duncan Hunter Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
requires that the Administrator of the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) 
certify that dcsign concerns raised by the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board 
(Board) have been resolved before certain funds can be made available in support of the 
Cheinistry and Metallurgy Research Building Replacement Project (CMRR) at the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory. This letter provides my certification as required by the Act 
and also provides the basis for my certification. The specific language from the Act is 
provided below for convenience: 

Ofthe u17zozfnt.r appropriatedpzfrsuant to an authorization of appropriations in this 
Act or otherwise nzude available for,fiscal year 2009 for Project 01-0-125 Chenzistiy 
and Metallurgy Research Replacenzent (in this section referred to as 'CMRR ')facility 
project, LOS Alamos National Laboratorj; Los Alaiizos, New 114exic0, not more than 
$50,200,000 may be made available until- 

(I)  the Administrator for Nuclear Security and the D ~ j i n s e  Nuclear Facilities 
Sufety Board have eclch submitted a certification to the congres,~ional cl'efen.se 
committees stating that the concerns raised by the Defense Nucleur Facilities 
Safety Board regarding the design of CMRR safety class systems (including 
ventilation systems) ~ t n d  seismic issues have been resoll>ed; and 

(2) a period q f15  duys has elapsed afier both certifications under paragraph 
(I)  have been .submitted. 

The CMRR project coinprises two principal structures. The first, the Radiological 
Laboratory, is nearly completed and the procurenlent of specialty equipment inside the 
facility has begun. The second, the Nuclear Facility is nearing the end of the preliminary 
design phase and will soon start final design. The Board's concerns relate to the Nuclear 
Facility. 

The staffs of the NNSA and the Board devised a plan to fulfill the Certification 
requirements. The Board identified its concerns for~nally as "findings" in five letters sent 
to my staff. NNSA took action to resolve each issue and documented its actions in 
formal responses from hTNSA back to the Board. Finally, the Board issued letters 
acknowledging its evaluation and acceptance of NNSA's resolution and declaring each of 
the findings to be closed. - 
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The plan I approved for NNSA Certification draws heavily on the standard processes 
NNSA already had in place to assure that safety is properly integrated into the design of 
any new facility such as the CMRR-Nuclear Facility. Key elements of our safety review 
of facility design projects include the con~pletion of the review and acceptance of the 
safety basis documentation by competent federal line managers and the completion of an 
intensive and thorough "Technical Independent Project Review" (TIPR) by a team of 
experts who are not affiliated with the project. To supplement these principal technical 
components, my staff has performed extensive oversight to assure that the delivered 
products have met the high standards of quality that I expect. 

I have considered the following inputs in rendering my conclusion to certify that the 
concerns raised by the Board have been resolved: 

The development and approval with conditions of the applicable safety 
documentation ("Preliminary Documented Safety Analysis") by the Manager of 
the Los Alamos Site Office; 
Completion of the TIPR and the development of an associated action plan; 
Declarations from the pro-ject's Federal Project Director and the Los Alamos Site 
Office Manager that the Board's concerns are resolved and that the project is 
suitably mature for progressing to the next design phase. The Federal Project 
Director's report that summarizes the rationale used in determining that the issues 
are resolved is enclosed for reference; 
The close out of the Board Findings in concert with the Board and its staff; 
The independent oversight functions performed by my Headquarters staff; 
The advice and counsel from senior members of my staff; and 
Discussions with the Board and its staff that the concerns are resolved. 

Accordingly, I am pleased to certify, in accordailce with the requirement contained in the 
aforesaid Authorization Act, that the concerns raised by the Board are resolved. I 
understand from my discussions with the Vice Chairman of the Board that the Board will 
provide its report to the defense committees separately. 

IS you have any questions, please contact me or Mr. James B. Lambert, Acting Director, 
Office of Congressional, Intergovernmental and Public Affairs, at (202) 586-3714. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas P. ~ ' ~ ~ o s t i n d  
Administrator 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Thad Cochran 
Ranking Member 



Department of Energy 
National Nuclear Security Administration 

Washington, DC 20585 

September 14,2009 
OFFICE OF TWE ADMINISTRATOR 

The FIonorable Ike Skelton 
Chairman, Comnlittee on Armed Services 
I.J.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 205 15 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Section 3 112 of the Duncan Hunter Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
requires that the Administrator of the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) 
certify that design concerns raised by the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board 
(Board) have been resolved before certain funds can be made available in support of the 
Chemistry and Metallurgy Research Building Replacement Project (CMRR) at the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory. This letter provides my certification as required by the Act 
and also provides the basis for my certification. The specific language from the Act is 
provided below for convenience: 

Of /he ar?zozlnts ~zpyropriatedpursllant lo an authorizatior~ of approyr.intions in this 
/Ict 01. otherwise made availuble~firfiscal year 200Y.fi)r Project 04-D-125 Chenzislry 
and Metallzlrgy Research Replacenzent (in this ~ec t ion  referred to [IS 'C'MRR ').fircility 
project, Lo.s Alamos National Luborutory, Los Alcrmos. New Mexico, not nzore than 
$50,200,000 rnay be made available until- 

( I )  the Administrato~..for Nuclear Secu~.ity and the Defense Ntlcle~ir F~~cili t ies 
Safety Board have each submitted a certification to the congressionnl definse 
committees stating that the concerns raised by the Defense ~Vuclerir Facilities 
Safely Board ~zgarding /he design of C'MRR safety class systems (including 
ventilution systems) and seismic issues have been resolved; and 

(2) L I  period of 15 days has elapsed ~rfter both certijications under parag~.aph 
(I) have been submitted. 

The CrVlRR project co~nprises two principal structures. The first, the Radiological 
Laboratory, is nearly completed and the procurement of specialty equipment inside the 
facility has begun. The second, the Nuclear Facility is nearing the end of the preliminary 
design phase and will soon start final design. The Board's concerns relate to the Nuclear 
Facility. 

The staffs of the NNSA and the Board devised a plan to fulkill the Certification 
requirements. The Board identified its concerns formally as "findings" in five letters sent 
to my staff. NNSA took action to resolve each issue and docu~nented its actions in 
formal responses from NNSA back to the Board. Finally, the Board issued letters 
acknowledging its evaluation and acceptance of NNSA's resolution and declaring each of - 
the findings to be closed. 
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?'he plan I approved for NNSA Certification draws heavily on the standard processes 
NNSA already had in place to assure that safety is properly integrated into the design of 
any new facility such as the CMRR-Nuclear Facility. Key elements of our safety review 
of facility design projects include the completion of the review and acceptance of the 
safety basis documentation by competent federal line managers and the coinpletion of an 
intensive and thorough "Technical Independent Project Review" (TIPR) by a team of 
experts who are not affiliated with the project. To suppleinent these principal technical 
components, my staff has performed extensive oversight to assure that the delivered 
products have nlet the high standards of quality that I expect. 

I have considered the following inputs in rendering my coilclusion to certify that the 
concerns raised by the Board have been resolved: 

The development and approval with conditions of the applicable safety 
documentation ("Preliminary Documented Safety Analysis") by the Manager of 
the Los Alamos Sile Office; 
Completion of the TIPR and the development of an associated action plan; 
Declarations from the project's Federal Project Director and the Los Alamos Site 
Oflice Manager that the Board's concerns are resolved and that the project is 
suitably mature for progressing to the next design phase. The Federal Project 
Director's report that summarizes the rationale used in determining that the issues 
are resolved is enclosed for reference; 
The close out of the Board Findings in concert with the Board and its staff; 
The independent oversight functions performed by my Headquarters staff; 
'The advice and counsel from senior members of my staff; and 
Discussions with the Board and its staff that the concerns are resolved. 

Accordingly, I am pleased to certify, in accordance with the requirement contained in the 
aforesaid Authorization Act, that the concerns raised by the Board are resolved. I 
understand from my discussio~ls with the Vice Chairman of the Board that the Board will 
provide its report to the defense committees separately. 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Mr. James B. Lambert, Acting Director, 
Oflice of Congressional, Ii~tergovermnental and Public Affairs, at (202) 586-371 4. 

Thomas P. D'Agostino 
Administrator 

Enclosure 

cc: The Hoilorable John McCain 
Ranking Member 






































































