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July 10, 2009 

Gerald L. Talbot Jr. 
Assistant Ilcputy Administrator for 

Nuclear Safety and Operations 
National Nuclear Security Administration 
1000 Independence Avenue. SW 
Washington, IIC 20585-0701 

Dear Mr. Talbot: 

Pursuant to the certification mandate provided in Section 31 12 of the Duncan Hunter National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009. the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Hoard's (Board's) 
staff responsible for certification activities has reviewed design data for the Chemistry and Metallurgy 
Research Replacement (CMKR) Project provided to date by the National Nuclear Security Administration 
(NNSA). Tlie Board's staff is focusing its review on topics previously raised regarding the nuclear safety 
strategy for CMRR, thc Preliminary Documented Safcty Analysis, and thc design of safcty-class and safety- 
significant systems. Those topics were provided electronically to NNSA on November 20, 2008. The stal'f' 
has documented specific tcchnical issues on a Findings Form. For purposes of the certification review, the 
staff considers a Finding a design topic related to an issue raised by the staff regarding the CMRR design that 
has not been adequately resolved and that could preclude certification by the Board. 

Finding # 3, Design Control - Documenting and Maintaining Preliminary Documented Safcty 
Analysis Safety-Related Fu~ictions and Requirements, was transmitted to your officc on March 4, 2009. 
NNSA provided a response to this Finding on April 21, 2009. Thc Board's staff has evaluated that reslnmst: 
and has determined that Finding # 3 can be considered closed. Enclosed is the completed Findings Form thilt 
includes the Board's Final Resolution to Finding # 3. Should you have any questions regarding this matter. 
please contact me at (202) 694-7 128. 

Sincerely. 

/%c&J Ro Kasdorf 

Nuclear Facility Design and 
Infrastructure Group Lead 

Enclosure: 

c: Mr. Mike Thompson 
Mr. James McConnell 
Mr. Patrick Khoads 
Mr. Herman LeDoux 
Mr. Mark B. Whitaker Jr  
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be includcd in the CORE databasc and reports for all of the documentation generated from CORE. This includes thc PDSA 
SDDs. This is not intended to take tho ownership of these descriptions from thc safety basis tcam, but lo place them into a common placc 
for configuration control. The details of the schedulc to accomplish this explicit conformance arc includcd in the COA-6 portion of  the 
schedulc. 

DNFSR Final Resolution: The CMRR project committed to revising the SEMP and CMP lo explicitly incorporate the rcquiremcnts from the 
PDSA. 'This commitment should ensurc that PDSA safety functions, functional requirements, and performance criteria are properly integrated 
into the SDDs. 'rhc CMRR project provided a detailed schedule for the complction of  these activities. The Hoard's staff has reviewed this 
schcdule and found il acccplable. 

Thc C'MRR pro-jcct committed to dcvelop a formal change control process. Thc Hoard's staff reviewed several CMRR procedures and plans 
written to establish a formal changc control process related to cstablishing a technical baseline and controlling technical changes to that 
baseline. The processes being put in place adequately establish ; change control process. 

The CMRR commitment to revising the SEMP and CMP, and establishing changes control procedures and plans resulrs in Finding #3 bcing 
closcd. 

DNFSB: 

Date 
NNSA: W S A  Response Signed by James 

McConnell, Acting NA- 17 Dale: April 21, 2000 




