
Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

The Honorable John T. Conway
Chairman
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board
b~5 Indiana Aven~e. NW. Suite 700”

Washingt n, D.C. 20004-2901
A

9“

L
Dear ! ‘. hairrnan:

JVith this letter I am pleased to report completion
in the Department’s 2000-1 Implementation Plan.

of several commitments found
The closure packages for these

commitments are enclosed. The followlng commitments are proposed for closure:

Los Alamos:
502) Develop quantifiable risk associated with each item and prioritization of
items for stabilization andor processing - July 3 i. 2000

503 ) Begin applying Plutonium Disposition Methodology to residues based on
risk prioritization - July 31.2000

504) Establish a disposition plan and schedule for unsheltered containers - July
j 1. ~-jo(’)

Rocky Flats:
301 ) Drain eight additional actinide systems in B771 by September 2000.

I \vould also like to formally noti@ you of one commitment from our 2000-1
Implementation Plan which has been delayed. Consistent with the briefings you
received from the Office of Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation on July 19.2000.
completion of the commitment. “Complete DOEI’T?(4 interagency agreement-for
Qfl:Specification Fuel program bv Augusr 2000, ”has been delayed until October 2000.

@
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We continue to closely track progress on all Recommendation 2000-1 commitments
and will keep you and your staff apprised of our progress. [f you have any questions.
please contact me or have your staff call me on
(202) 586-5151.

P-Sincer y. ,

David G. Huizeryga
1

,
Deputy Assistant Secretary

for [integration and Disposition
Office of Environmental Management

Enclosure

cc w/ enclosure:
M. \Vhitaker. S-3. 1
S. Pierpoint. DP-20
D. Tdusle). SY-61
E. Huang. EM-33
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~ited States Government Department of Energy

memorandum
DATE ~EP ()1 2000

?EPLY TO
:TTN OF DP-223 (S, Pierpoint. .;0 I-903-9(10 I )

SUBJECT COMPLETION OF INTERIM MILESTONES AT THE LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL
LABORATORY lN REFERENCE TO DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY
BOARD (DNFSB) RECOMMENDATION 94-1

TO” Deputy Assistant Secretary for Integration and Disposition, EM -20

On May31, 2000, Los Alamos National Laboratory committed to three interim
milestones in the Implementation Plan for the DNFSB Recommendations 94-1 and
00-1 The following is offered in response to these milestones that were due on July
31, 2000,

1j Develop a quatlnfiable risk associated with each i[em andprwltize items for
.~tabliizatmn.

LANL has developed a methodology to prioritize processing and stabilization of
legacy and newiy generated excess materials. This methodology uses age of the
item as the primary factor in assessing risk followed by material matrix. The
attached matrix (Table 1) presents the risk ranking based on age and matrix of the
material, Other factors such as process efficiencies (including number of items in a
batch), packaging configuration and worker risk also will be considered in
determining individual item or batch priorities.

Matrix effects may supersede age if the specific matrix is known to develop storage
problems or is a “high risk” matrix. Packaging configuration effects wiil be
considered shoLIld \isud tlbselvfilions <Jrsurvci!iance inciica(cs a problem with a

>peutic pdckdglllg W[llalllel or procedure, Uinidiy, ill order to expedite pr~~essil]g
as maily items as possible. some items may be batched or grouped in a manner that
enhances equipment etilciency and performance, minimizes personnel exposure and
addresses immediate storage space considerations. The schedule for stabilization
will be provided in the Implementation Plan due to the Board on October 31, 2000,

2) Begin applying Plutonium Disposition Iv@hodology to residues based on risk
prioritization.

LANL is evaluating items using the attractiveness level E criteria. Specific
matrices have been approved for level E discard. Through April 2000, 122 items
have been certified as waste and have been discarded. An additional 93 items are
being evaluated for discard. Table 2 shows the items discarded and those being
evaluated for discard,



LANL is also pursuing the Rocky Flats exemption approach and estimates
approximately 30°i0 of the total excess items in the 10“/Oassay catego~, or
attr~~?:~,,enes$l~~,e]n n-, 11~h= dl~cmrr+e~L.. &.-,u,u ,.,$ _ .4A, u

LANL has evaluated alternatives for sheltering the containers to allow for real-
time monitoring for leaks The immediate plan is to house these containers in a
new temporary building in FY 01 which will have air sampling and provide
protection until the containers can be processed. Each container wiil be processed
and empt]ed in PF-4 and contents will be packaged consistent with the TA-55
\au!t storage requirements. The 30-70 newlv produced items will be evaluated for
ul[ilcl dIICLl di>LJJ 01 xkiiliumd pi-occsslllg The scl]txiuic t’or empt}ing these
containers will be provided in the 1P,

lfyou need additional information. piease do not hesitate to tail me or have your staff

contact Sujita Pierpolnt at (301 ) ‘203-9601

U%#w?U+

+ John W Newton.
Director. Materials !’vlanagement Division
OffIce of Nuciear Weapons Stockpile
Defense Programs

.Attachment

cc w/attachment
J Arango. EH-9
C. Sink. ENI-2 1
\ Khaiil. >PD-AL
\\” Scott Gibbs. L.A\L

R Erickson. L.\\L
J Williams. LA\L
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TABLE 1

Age Profile of Excess Plutonium at TA-55

Atldl 11(11[,11[ I

Page 2 of .

I
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Table 2. Items Discal GA am! Being Evaluated for Discard

LANL Description Items Items being Evaluated
IDES Discarded for discard

N31 Graphite 12

Nio M~O ~~ 9

~67 \ Plast]c~lQm Wipes 8/ 6

R26 Filter Residues 10 19

R4 1 H~droxlde Cahes 1

R~~ DOR Sails 9 6

R4- Inc]nerator ,4sh 1

R(,5 ER Salts 19 13

R-l M[scclianeous SalIs 7

RX: ! %ISEsalts ;

s?’) Glass 2
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R{KXY FLATS FIELD OFFICE WEEK1.Y REPC)RT

June 21,2000

Schedule

Barbarii Mazumwski will be on lravci status until July 1. Pml Golan will be
~cling.

Westminster, CO. Barbara M.azurowski w~ll pamicipatc in Lhe Citizens Advisory
Board July meeting, address the meeting and take questions.

Broomfielci, CO. Barbara .~flzurowki will participate in the Rocky Flats
Coalition of Locid GovernmcnLs’ July mccling, uddms the mectlng and [akc
qucslions,

Key Dcpurtmentai News

Emergency Exercise - Ready 2000 (Rocky Flats): Rocky Flats and [he State of
Colorado will conduct an emergency prcpmxiness exercise on lunc 21, This year’s

annual exercise, Ready 2000, involves a simulated radiological ~ncicient wirhin the site
boundaries. The SIUJhas drafted a news release and will issue prior 10 the exercise.

~D(3K Contact: Karen Lutz, 303-966-4546

m. ‘ Work on Secretarial Initiatives

.AcccIera~ed Clcar;up

; ~ Building 771 Commitment Met (Rocky Flats): On June 16, Building 771 completed
-- LheDefense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board commitment to drain eight actinicic syslcms

by Scptcmbcr 30 by draining Systcm 34.
DOE Contuct: lumcs Brothers, 303-966-7756

Shipment of “rransuranic/Tra nsuranic Mixc,xl (TRL?~RUM) Wastes to the Waste
Isolation Piiot Project Under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act l%x-mit
(Rocky Flats): Rocky Flats made one shipmcn[ to WTPP the week of June 12 due m
network problems and forklift incidents in Building 664. Onc shlprncnt is planned lo go
out the week of June 19,

DOI? Contact: [am Xum, 303-966-3135
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Iv. Press Inquiries

XI.!C News Inquiry un Cellular Phone Usage (Rocky Flats): The RFFO is galhcring

1n (onnation to suppor( a hexiquaners public affairs request from NBC News. LNBC

News ]s working on a plecc on cellular phone usage by government employees md
crmlrxtors for u potential investigative story. Rocky Flats has specifically been called
out [o respond [o the request. Unknown when story will mn.

DOE Contact: Karen Lutz, 303-966-4546

Wcstwortl .Magtizine (Rocky Flats): A reporter is continuing [o gadler informo[ion for a
sto]y cm Rocky Flats md is requesting to interview Rowkmd Felt, formerly with DOE
HI, who complcwd i.Ireview and analysis of the fires at Rocky Flats. Followup culls wxl
]ntctvicws arc anticipated
DOI? Contact: Karen LLIM,303-966-4546

IJenver Post Story (Rocky Flats): The Denver Post is expected to run a full page story

~R the Sunday edition. JUIIC 25, cm the nu[s and bol[s of talung down a former nucicar
weapons sile.
DOE Contact; Karen Lulz. 303-966-4546

v. FOIA RequesLs

Vr. Grants, Economic Announcements and Publications

(Nlke of Inspector General Report on Non-Nuclear Weapons Parts (Rocky Flats):
l<elcasc of the Office of l.nspector General (OIG) Final Report cm Weapons P,arts is
inlmi ncnt, The Site has provided wllttcrl comments [o OIG on [he draft report, The report
is cnt[cal 0( past property management practices.
Media Coverage: Antlclpated

lX)I? Contact: Richard Anzurcs, 303-966-9706

VII. Climate Change

VIII. Disaster Assistance


