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Depadment of Energy
WuhW@Q~, OC 2058S

Decdasir 17, 1998
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Defww NuG[earIhd.Mes SafbtyPwd
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WaahingtoqD.C,20004

Mar Mr.Chskman:

YourNovember1?, 1998, oome~pondeneerequestedphuuanda resouroeloaded schedule for
DOEreviewandapprovalactivith ndated@thepdomnce ofwrtahprojeotsaswellas
qualifications,andatBIMiensof those iadividuakassignedto theserevknvactivities, DOE
continuesto workwithprojectrmmagementet theLm AkrnosNationalLaboratoryas they
U tie detailsneemary to properlya4sign$peoid resouroeafor,whkhmanyprogram
oompete, TheLaboratorygoalis to wxnpkte the Operational ReadinessReviewin a time
waistent withoumentplansfar the exedon ofthenextproposede$rperhent.Asohedde of

, the DOEassociatedaotivitksandreaoureeswillbeprovidedfollowingthecompletionQftlm
Laboratory’sresouroeassessment.Wewillcontinueto eoordinakandintegrateour activities
withthe Laboratoryto assurethat sui%eienttimeandtaknt is milabIeto the DOEfor the review
ofpertinentsafety issuespriorto the commen~ent of Laboretov activitiesIeadingto test
exeoutiorl.

Def&se Programs has definedthe activities thatmustbecompletedin orderto protide adequate .
assurancethat work suppofiingtheprogramwillbepetfixrnedaafrdy.Theseactivitiesare
sequentiallyoutlinedin the enelosureto M letter. MO enclosedare thenames,qualiieations
andefliiliationsof the DOE andout#de expertscurrentiyirwolvedor scheduledto be involved in
the neces~ saf’ reviews. Shouldconfkts arisedueto schedulingchaages,edditioaalDOE or
outsideexpertswillbe oalleduponto providetheappropriateassistancein reviewing these sti~
issues.

Consknt withthe principlesandapplicationofIntegratedSafetyklanagemen~the L- team
responsiblefor conductingtheseexpwimentsisaddressingaa&ty aspectsass pw of their overall
plmni.ngfor the experiment.Sirnilariy,DOEDefemePrograms(DP),AlbuquerqueOperations

“O& and Los Amos Mea Officestffi areactivelyinvolvedwiththe developmentof the
prowammaticand safetyaspectsof thisprojectto assurethat our activities tie integrated. The
ilnalscheduleof WtiviticswillMy coveralfnecessaryprogrammatic and safety steps,
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F-, theattachwt to yourlettw,invol~ issuesnhed at dreed@ heldatL~ on
My 21-220199S,6tatJssthat thereis a oontwmthatMNL my awekratesohedules tO ptio17xI

certain tests involvingmorechallengingchargeload@, PO~ti* resd~ in inadequatelead
timeto perfbrm and understandresultsofanalysesof co~t vessel integrity andresponse.
Letmeassureyouthatthisisnotthewise.TheVetselperfb-w SssurmccMastmoturehas
beenestablished and will be adheredto asprepsr~o~ aremadeto performMure testq whioh
may exoecdthe amently dstabfishedenvelope.Wearegratifi+ to kn that youbelievethe
upeming propwd experiment to be withintheboundsof eu~dyadywd capabilitiesof the
teatconiinemontvessels. Wewillkeepyoursttiappdsed of schedule changes andother issues
al%oting the timing or performance of apeoh experiments.

We would Ike toprovideyouwitha followupbriefingonthistopicatyourwliest convenience.

If you haveanyquestionsor commentsinvokingtheenclosedreporgpleasecontactDr. Gil
Weigand, Depu& Assistant Secreteryor haveyourstaE*ntti TimBeViUeat (301) 903-8251.

sincerely,
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